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EpitapJi on Philips.
[A.D. 174
Barcticr1,'* both which he finished the following year. H also wrote an 'Essay on EpitaphsVt and an 'Epitaph o Philips, a Musician,'* which was afterwards published wit some other pieces of his, in Mrs. Williams's Miscellanies. Th Epitaph is so exquisitely beautiful, that I remember eve Lord Kamcs3, strangely prejudiced as he was against Dr. Join son, was compelled to allow it very high praise. It has be( ascribed to Mr. Garrick, from its appearing at first with tl signature G ; but I have heard Mr. Garrick declare, that was written by Dr. Johnson, and give the following accou of the manner in which it was composed. Johnson and ] were sitting together • when, amongst other things, Garrii repeated an Epitaph upon this Philips by a Dr. Wilkes, these words :
' Exalted soul \ whose harmony could please The love-sick virgin, and the gouty ease; Could jarring discord, like Amphion, move To beauteous order and harmonious love; .Rest here in peace, till angels bid thcc rise, And meet thy blessed Saviour in the skies.'
Johnson shook his head at these common-place funereal lin and said to Garrick, ' I think, Davy, I can make a betti Then, stirring about his tea for a little while, in a sti of meditation, he almost extempore produced the follow! verses :
its utmost to rouse the country against the Spaniards. It was 'a time,' according- to Johnson, 'when the nation was engaged in a war with an enemy, whose insults, ravages, and barbarities have long called for vengeance.' Johnson's Works, \\.
293-
1 Harrcticr's childhood surpassed even that of J. S. Mill. At the age of nine he was master of five languages, Greek and Hebrew being two of them. ' In his twelfth year he applied more particularly to the study of the fathers,1 At the age of fourteen he published Anti-Arte-monhtss sivc initium evangelii S,
Joanvis adversits Ar/emonium i dicatum.    The same year the L versity of Halle offered him the gree of doctor in philosophy.    ''. theses,   or   philosophical   positic which he printed, ran through sc ral editions in a few weeks.1   He • a deep student of mathematics, i astronomy was his favourite subj His health  broke  down  under studies, and he died in 1740 in twentieth year of his age.   Johnsi Works, vi. 376.
3 He wrote also in 1756 A Dis tation on the Epitaphs written Pope.
3 Sec/iv/, Oct. 16, 1769.
1 Phils year James Boswell was born.
